i; AND 
* CONCLUSIONS 
þ OF THE 
POLICIE ofthe KIRK, 


After ſeveral Conferences, and fre- 


quent Diſputation, and Reaſoning, agreed 
upon in many Aſſemblies, and art laſt at the Aſſem- 
'bly holden at Glaſgow, and begua Apr. 24. 158r. 
ordered to be inſert, and regiſtrat in theAdts of the 
Kirk, as the Act of the ſame Aſſembly 
hereto perfhxed at more lengrh 
beareth. 


Now publiſhed for the ſatisfattion of 
theſe who deſire to know , what hath been the 
» Fudgment of the Kirkof Scotland in the point of 
Church Government and Diſcipline , eſpecially 
the meaner ſort who have neither time 
wor money to beſtow upon large 
Hiſtories. 
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Reprinted Axno 1680, 
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ACT 
_. Of the 
ASSSMB@BL YT, __ 


Orasmuch as travels have heen taken 
{4 #n the framing of the Policte of the 
Kirk, and diverſe ſutes have been made 
to the Magiſtrat for the approbation there 
of , which yet hath not taken the happie 
effett , that good men would wiſh , yet 
that the poſteritie may judge well of this 
preſent age , and of the meaning of the | 
Kirk, the Aſſembly hath concluded, that |. 
the Book of policie. agreed to m diverſe 
HAſemblies before, ſhould be Regiſtred, mn 
the Atts of the Kirk, and remaine there 
ad perpetuam memoriam, and the Copies 
thereof tobe taken by every Preſbiterte, 
of which Book the tenor. followeth. 
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HEADS, and CONCLUSIONS 
_ Of the policie of the Kirk. 
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Of the Kirk, and policie thereof in Gene« 


\ 


ral , and wherein it is different 
from the Cruil. 


— HE Kirk of God ſometime is 
AE largely taken, for all them thar 
ZN profeiſe the Evyangel of Jeſus 
Mi Chriſt,'and ſoitisa company and 
ff followship not enelyot'\ the Go- 
dly, but alſo of hypocrites , 
profeſſing alwayes outwardly the true Reli- 
-1ON « 
, Other times it is taken for the godly, and ele&t 
onely , and ſometimes for them that exerciſe ſpiri- 
tual funion in the Congregation of them that 
profefle the Truth. ; 
The Kirk in this laſt ſenſehath a certain power 
granted by God, according to the which it uſes # 
A3 Pvt 


. Heads, and Concluſions 
proper Juriſdiftion & Government, exerciſed ts 
the comfort of the whole Kirke. C 

T hispower Eccleſiaſtical isan Authoritie gran- 
ted by God the Father, through the Mediator Je- 
ſus Chriſt , unte his Kirk gathered, and hath 

round in the Word of God to be put in execution 
b them , unro whom thee Spiritual Government 
of the Kirk by lawful calling is commutred. 

The Policie of the Kirk flowing from this po- 
wer, is an order or forme of Spiritual Govern- 
ment, which is exerciſed by the members, ap- 
pointed thereto by the Word of God: And there- 
fore 1s given immediatly tothe Office-bearers, by 
whom it 15 exerciſed to the good of the whole 
body. 

This power is diverſly uſed ; for ſometime it is 
ſeverally exerciſed, chiefly by the Teachers, ſome 
time conjnndtly by mutual conſent of them that 
beare the Office and charge, after the forme of 
judgement. The former is commonely called Pote- 

ſts Ordins , and the other Poreſtas Furiſditions. 

Theſe two kinds of power have both one autho- 
rity, one ground , one final cauſe ; bur are dif- 
ferent in the manner , and forme of execution. as 
1s evident by the ſpeaking of our maſter in the 16. 
and 18. of Matthew1 

This power and policie Eccleſiaſtical is 
different and diſtin, in the own nature, from 


that Power and Policie, which 1s called Civil po- 4 


wer , and appertainerh to the Civil government 
of 


| 
p 
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Of the Policte of the Kirk. 5 
of the Commonwealth : Albeir they be þoth of 
God, and tend tooneend ifthey be rightly uſed , 
V1Z.toadvancethe glory of God, and tohave go- 
dly and good ſubjects. 

For this power Eccleſiaſtical loweth immedia- 

tly from God, and the Mediator Jeſus Chriſt , 
an 1s ſpiritual , not having a temporal Head in the 
earth, but Chriſt, the onely Spiritual King and 
Governour of his Kirk. 

Iris atitle falſly (uſurped by Antichriſt, to call 
himſelf Head of the Kirk, and ought not to be at- 
tribured to Angel, nor man, of what Eſtate ſo 

'everhe be, ſaving toChriſt the onely Head and 
Monarch in the Kirk. 

Therefore this Power and Police of the Kirk 
Should leane upon the word immediatly ,. as the 
onely ground thereof, and should be taken from 
the pure fountaines of the Scriptures , the Kirk 
hearing the voice of Chriſt, the onely ſpiritual 
King , and being ruled by his Lawes. 

It is proper to Kings, Princes and Magiſtrats 
to be called Lards, and Dominators over their 
Subjes , whom they govern. civilly : Bur it.is © 
proper to Chriſt onely to be called Lord, and Ma- 
ſter, in the ſpiritual Government of the Kirk 
and all others that bear office therein, ought not 
to ulurp Dominion therein , nor be called Lords, 
but onely Miniſters, Difciples, and Servants. 
For it is Chriſts proper office to Command and 
Rule his Kirk univerſally , and every patticular . 

A 3 Kirk, 


6 Heads , and Concluſions 
Kirk, through his Spirit and Word, by the mi- / 
niſtrie of men. 

Notwithſtanding , as the Miniſters, and others 
of the Eccleſiaſtical Eſtate, are ſubje& to the Magi- 
ſtrate civil, ſoought the Perſon of the Magiſtrate, 
be ſubje& ro the Kirk ſpiritually, and in Eccler 
Gaſticat Government. And the exerciſe of both 
theſe juriſdictions cannot ſtand in one perſon or- | 
dinarlie. 

The Civil power is called the power of the 
Sword, andthe other the power of the Keyes. 

The Civil power should command the Spirt- 
tual to exerciſe, and to do their office according | 
tothe Word of God ; The ſpiritual Rulers should | 
require the Chriſtian Magiſirate to miniſter juſtice, 
and punish vice, and to maintaine the libertic and 
quietnefle of the Kirk within their bounds. 

The Magiſtrate commandeth external things, 
for external peace , & quietncfſe amongſt the Sub- 
jets: The Miniſter handleth external thiugs one- 
ly for Conſcience cauſe. 

The Magiſtrate handleth external things onely, 
and aCtions done before men : But the Spiritual 
Rulerjudgeth both inward afſe&ions, and exter- 
nal aCtions, in reſpeCt of Conſcience by the word 
of God. 

The civil Magiſtrate craves and gets obedience 
by the Sword, and other external meanes : But 
the Miniftrie, by the ſpiritual ſword , and ſpiri-" | * 
rual meanes. 

The 


cy 
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Of the Policie of the Kirk. ” 
The Magiſtrate neither ought toPreach, miini-" 
ſter the Sacraments, nor execute the Cenfures of” 
the Kirk, nor yer preſcribe any Rule, how ir s':60ald 
be done; but command the Miniſters to obſerve 
the Rule commanded in the Word, and punish 
the tranſgreſſors by Civil meanes. The Mini- 
ſters exerce not the civil JuriſdiFtiou , but reach 
theMagiſtrate, how it should be exerciſed accord- 
1hg to the Word. | 
The Magiſtrate ought ro alliſt, maintaine and* 
fortifie the juriſdiftion of the Kirk. The Mint- 
ſters should affiſt their Princes, in all things agre-' 
able to the word, providing they negleCt nor Freie 
own cbarge by involving themſelves in civil af- 
faires . bp 
Finally, as Miniſters are ſubje& ro the judg- 
ment and punishment of the Magiſtrate, in exter- 
nal things, if they offend : So ought the Magi- 
ſtrats to ſubmit themſelves to the Diſcipline of the 


Kirk, ifthey tranſgrefle in matters of Conſcience, 


and Religion. 
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Of the Policie of the Kirk , and Perſons 
and Office-bearers , to whom the Ad- 
miniſtration is committed. 


S in the civil Policie, the whole Common- 
wealth conliſteth in them that are Gover- 
A 4 nour 
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nours , or Magiſtrates, and them that are Go- 
verned, or SubjeAs. Soin the Policie of the 
Kirk, ſome are appointed te be Rulers, and the 
reſt of the members thereof to be Ruled, and 0+ 
bey according to the Word of God, and inſpira- 


tion of his Spirit , alwayes under one Head and | 


chicfe Governour, Jeſus Chriſt 

Againe, the whole Policie of the Kirk confiſt- 
eth in three things, in Dodtrine, Diſcipline, 
and Diſtribution.” With DoCtrine 1s annex- 
e4 the Adminiſtration of Sacraments: And ac- 
cording to the _ of this Diviſion, ariſeth a 
threefold ſort © 
Minifters Preachers, Elders Governours, and 
Deacons Diſtributers. And all theſe may be call- 
ed by a general word, Miniſters of the Kirk. For 
albcir the Kirk of God be ruled and governed by 
Jeſus Chriſt, whoisthe onely King, High Prieſt, 
and Head thereof, yet he alinl the miniſtery of 
menzas the moſt neceſſary mids tor this purpoſe. 

For ſo He hathfrom time to time, betore the 
law, under the law , &1n the time of the Evangel, 
for our great comfort, raiſed up men endued with 


the gifts of the Spirit, for the ſpiritual Government | 
of his Kirk, through his Spirit exerciling by ' 


them his own Power and Word to the building 
up of the ſame. 
And totake away all occaſion of tyranny, He 


willeth that they ſhould rule with mutual conſent, | 


as brethren , with zqualitic of power, eyery one 
according to their function, ln 


officers in the Kirk, towit, of ' 


y. 
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In the new Teſtament, and time of the Evan- 
gel, Hehath uſed the Miniſterie of the Apoftles, 
Prophers . Evangeliſts. Paſtors, and DoQtors, in 
adminiſtration of the word; the Eldership for gocd 
order . & adminiſtration of Diſcipline. The Dea- 
conſhip ro have the care of the Eccleſiaſtical goods, 

Some of theſe Eccleſiaſtical functions are Ordi- 
nary , and ſome Extraordinary or 'Temporane. 
There be three extraordinary functions ; The 
office of the Apoſtles, of the Evangeliſt, and of 
the Prophet, which are not perpetual, and now 
haveceaſed in the Kirk of God; except when it 
pleaſerh God extraordinarily for a time to ſtirre 
ſome of them up againe. 

There are foure ordinarie fun&tions or offices 
in the Kirke of God , the office of the Paſtor Mi- 
niſter or Biſhop . the DoCtor, the Presbyter or 
Elder, and the Deacon. 

Theſe offices are Ordinarie, and ought to con- 


 tinue perpetually in the Kirke, as neceſlary for the 


Government, and Policie thereof, and no mce 
offices ought to be received or ſuffered in the Kirk 
of God, eſtabliſhed according tohis Word. 

Therefore all the ambitious titles, invented in 
the Kingdome of Aatichrilt , and in his uſurped 
Hierarcbie ,—which are not of one of theſe foure 
ſorts, together with the offices depending there- 
upon , inone word oughtto be rezefted. 
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How the Perſons, that beare Eccleſia. 
ſtical funttions , are to be admitted 
to their office. ' 


Ocation or calliug is common to all that 
ſhould beare office within the Kirk, which 
1s8alawful way, by the which qualified perſons 
are promoted to any ſpiritual oftice within the 


Kirk of God. 
Without this lawful calling it was.never lea- 


ſome to any perſon, to meddle with any function 


Eccleſiaſtical. 

There are two ſorts of Calling , one Extraor- 
dinary by God immediately , as was that of the 
Prophets and Apoſtles, which, in Kirkseftabliſh- 
ed, andalreadie well reformed, hath no place. 


The other Calling 1s Ordinarie , which belides '* 


the Calling of God, and inward teſtimonie of a 
good Conſcience, hnththe Jawtul approbation , 
and outward judgment of men, according to 
Gods Word , and order eſtabliſhed in His 
Kirk . | 

None ought to preſume to enter into any OF- 
fice Eccleſiaſtical, withour this teſtimony of good 
conſcience before God, who onely knowes the 
hearts of men. 

This ordinary and outwardt Calling hath two 


parts, | 


.)P 


| 
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Of the Policie of the Kirk 1t- 
parts, Election and Ordination. EleQion 18 the 
chooſing our of a perſon or perſons, moſtable, ro 
the Office that vaikes, by the judgment of the El- 
dership , and conſent of the Congregation, to 
which the perſon, or perſons shall be appointed. 

The Qualifications requiſite in all doch , who 
should beare charge in the Kirk, conſiſt in Sound- 
neſs of Religion , and Godlineſs of Life, accord- 
ing as they are ſufficiently ſer forth in the Ward. 

In the orderof Ele&ion isto beeſchued, that 
any perſon be intruded in any Offices of the Kirk, 
contrary to the will of the Congregation, to which 
they are appointed , or without the voice of the 
Eldership. 

None ought to be intruded , or placed in the 
Place already planted , or in any place that vaikes 
not, forany worldliereſpe& : Andthat which is 
called the Benefice ought to be nothing elſe, bur 
the ſtipend of the Miniſters that are lawfully 
called. 

Ocdination is the Separation and ſanfifying of 
the Perſon appointed tro God and his Kirk, after 
he is well tried and found qualified. 

The Ceremonies of Ordination are Faſting , 
earneſt Prayer, and Impoſition of hands of the El- 
dership. 

All theſe, as they muſt be raiſed up by God, 
and by im madeable for the work whereto they 
arecalled ; ſoought they to know their mcſlage to 
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12 Heads , and Concluſions 
be limited within Gods word, without the bounds 
of the which they ought not topaſle. 1 

All theſe should take thoſe titles, & names one- 
ly (leſt they beexalted, and puftup in themſelves) 
which the Scriptures give unto them , as theſe 
which import labour , traveland work, and are 
names of offices and ſervice, and notof idleneſſe, 
dignity, worldly honour or preheminence, which 
by Chriſt our Maſter 1s expreſly reproved and for- 
bidden. 

All theſe Office: bearers ſhould have their own 
particular Flocks, amongſt whom they exerciſe 
their charge. , 

All ſhould make reſidence with them, and take 
the inſpeion and overlight of them, every one in 
his vocation". 

And generally theſe two things ought they all 
toreſpct: The Glorie of God » and edifying of 
his Kirk, in diſcharging their duties 1n their 


calling. ze :P 
7%; . 


Of the Office - bearers in particular , and 
firſt of the Paſtors or Miniſters. 


Aſtors, Biſhops, or Miniſters, are they who 
4 z=rc:appointed to particular Congregations , 
Which they rule by the word of God, and over 
the which they watch; In reſpe& whereof, ſome- 
eume they are called Paſtors, becaule they feed 
; their 


al 


Of the Policte of the Kirk. T3 
their Congregation ; ſometime Epiſcop;, or Bis- 
bops, becauſe they watch over their Flock; ſome- 
time Miniſter becauſe of their ſervice, & office ſo- 
mertimes alſo Presbytersor Seniors, for the gra- 
vity in manners, which they ought to have, in 


taking care of the ſpiritual government, which - 


'ought to be moſt deare unto them, 

They thatare called unto the Miniſterie, or 
that offer themſelves thereunto, ought not to be 
ele&ed without ſome certain Flock aſhgned unto 
them, 

No man ought to ingyre himſelfe , or uſurpe 
this Office without a lawful calling. 

They who are once called by God, and duely 
elecd by man , after that they have once accep- 
ted the chargeof the Miaiſtrie may not leave their 
funions, 

The deſertours should be a4monished , and 1n 
caſe of obſtinacie finally excommunicated. 

No Paſtor may leave his Elock without licence 


' of the Provincial, or National Aﬀembly; which 


ifhe doe, after admonitions not obeyed, let the 
Cenſures of the Kirk trick upon him. 

Unto the Paſtors appertaaine Teaching of the 
Word of God, in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon publick- 
ly & privatly , alwayes traveling to ediſie, and to 
diſcharge his Conſcience, as Gods Word preſcri- 
bes to him. 

'Unto'the Paſtors onely appertains the admini- 


/ tration of the Sacraments, in like manner as the 


admi- 
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adminiſtration of the Word: For both are appain- 
ted by God, as meanesto teach , the one by the 
care, and the other by the eyes, and other ſenſes; 
that by both, knowledge may be transferred to 
the miade. | ; 
ltappertains by the ſame Reaſon to the Paſtor , 


to pray for the People, and namely, for the 


Flock committed to his Charge, and to blefſe them 
inthe Nameof the Lord , who will not ſuffer the 


Bleſſings of his faithful Servants to be fuſtrare. 


He ought alſo ro Watch over the manners of the 


Flock, that he may the better apply the Do&tine 
ro them, inreprehending the diſſolute perſons, 
andexhorting the gadly to continue in the fear of 
the Lord. 

It appertains to the Miniſter. after lawful pro- 
ceeding by the Elderskip , to pronounce the Sen- 
tence of Binding and Looſing upon any perſon, 
according unto the power oft the Keyes granted 
unto the Kirk. 


It belongs to him likewiſe, after lawful pro- - 


eceding 1n the matter by the Eldership, to folem- 
nizate Marriage betwixt them, that are to be joy- 
ned therin ; and to pronounce the bleſſing ot the 
Lord upon them, that enter into that boly band 
in the fear of God. 

And generally all publick Denunciations , thar 
aretobe mad=- in the Kirk , before the Congrega- 
tion, concerning the Eccleſiaſtical affaires , be- 


long to the Office of a Miniſter: For keis asaV 


Metl- 


Meſſenger and Herould betwixt God andthe peg» 
ple in all theſe affaircs. 
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Of Dotors, and their Office , and 
of the Schootes. 


Ne of the two Ordinary and perpetualFune- 
tions that travel in the Word, 1s the Office 
' ofthe Doftor , who may bealſocalled a Propher, 
Bisbop, Elder, Catechiſer ; thar is. Teacher 
of the Catechiſme, and Rudiments of Religion. 

His office is to open up the minde of the Spirit 
of God in the Scriptures, fimply , withour ſuch 
applications as the Miniſters uſe, tothe end that 
the faichful may be inſtruted, and ſound Do&t- 
rine taught , and that the purity of the Goſpel be 
not corrupted tarough ignorance, . or evil opi- 
nions. as +: 

He is different from the Paſtor , not onely in 
name ; but in diverſity of gifts : For ro the 
Doctor 1s given the word of knowledge to open 
up » by ſimple teaching, the myſteries of faith: 
ro the Paſtors the gift of wiſedome, to apply the 
ſame by exhortatian to the manners of the Flock, 
as occaſion craveth. 

Under the name& officcof a Dot or , we com- 
prehend alſothe Order of Schooles, Colledges, 8 

| > Daniverſities, which hath heen from timeto time 
: ; Care- 
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earefully maintained, as well among the lewes and 
Chriſtians, as among the prophane Nations. 

The Doctor being an Elder, as ſaid is, should 
aſſiſt the Paſtor, in the Goverament of the Kirk, 
and concurre with the Elders his Brethren, 1a all 
Aſſemblies by reaſon the Interpretation of the 
Word which is onely judge in Eccleſiaſtical mat- 
ters , 15committed to his charge. 

But to preach unto the People, to miniſter the 
Sacraments, & to celebrate Marriages, pertaine 
not to the DoCtor, unleſſe he be otherwiſe cal- 
led ordinarily : howbeit the Paſtor may teach in 
the Schooles, as he, who hath the gift of know-, 
ledge oftentimes meet for that end ,, as the exam» 
ples of Policarpm, and others teftifie; &c. 


Cuaspr V hk 
Of Elders , and their Office. 
ow 


He word Elder in the Scripture, ſometi- 
me is thenameof Age, ſometime of Office. 
When it is the name of any Office, ſometime iris 
taken largely, comprehending as well the Paſtors 
and DoQors, as them who are called Seniors or {| 
Elders. | » 
In this our diviſion, we call theſe Elders, whom {| 
the Apoſtles call Preſidents or Governours: Their | 
office as it 1s ordinary, fo is it perpetual, and {| 
alwayes neceſlaricin the Kirk of God. _— 5 
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Of the Policie of the Kirck. 17 
dership is a fpiritval Fun@ion, as is riie Miniſtrie. 

Elders once lawtully called tothe office, and 
baving gitts from God meet to exerciſe the ſame , 
may'not leave it againe. - Albeirt ſuch a number of 
Elders may be choſen in certain Congregations , 
that one part of them may relieve another, for a 
reaſonable time, as was among the Levites under 
the Law , inſervingot the Temple. 

The number of rhe Elders in every Congrega- 
tion cannot well be limited, but should be accor- 
ding to the bounds and necefſitie of the people. 

Iris got neceſlarie; thar all Elders be alſo reach- 
ers of the Word, albeit the chiefe ought ro be 
ſuch ; and,{o are worthie of double honour. 

What manner 6f perſons they ought tobe, we 
referre it to theexpreſle word, and namely, to 
the Canons written by the Apoſtle Paul. | 

Their office js as well ſeverally, as conjunQly, 
to watch diligently over the flock commirted to 
their arg giN publickly, and privately, that 
no corruption dt Religion, or manners, enter 
therein. 

As the Paſtors and Do&tors should be diligent 
in teaching, and ſowing the ſeed of the Word; 
fo the Elders snould be careful in ſeeking afrer the 
fruit ot the ſame in the people. 

It appertaines to them to aſſiſt the Paſtor, in 
examination of rhem that come to the Lords Ta- 
ble: lrem, 1n viſiting the ſick. 

They $should cauſe the As of the Aſſemblies , 
B 


as 
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as well Particular as General, tobe putin execu-: 
tion carefully, 


They should be diligent in admonishing all 


men of their dutie, according to the rule of the 
Evangel. | 
Things that they cannot corre by private Ad- 
monitions , , they should bring tothe Eldership. 
Their principal Office is to hold Aſſemblies 
with the Paſtors and Doctors, who are alſo of their 
number, foreſtablishing of good Order, and ex- 
ecution of Diſcipline, unto the which Aﬀemblies 
all Perſons are ſubject that remaine within their 
bounds. | 


Caar Vil 


| Of the Elderſhips Aſſemblies , 
and Diſcipline. 


Lderships and aſſemblies afTcommon! y con- 


ſtitute of Paſtors, Doors, and ſuch as we. 


commonly call Elders, that labour not in the 
Word and Doctrine, of whom, and of whoſe (e- 
veral power hath been ſpoken. 

Aſſemblies arg of foure forts. For either they 
are of particular Kirks and Congregrations one or 
moe, orofa Province, or of awhole Nation, 
orof all and diverſe Nations profefling one Jeſus 
Chrilt. 

All the Eccleſiaſtical Aſſemblies have power to 
con- 
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conveene lawfully together, for treating of things 
"concerning the Kirk. and pertaining to their 
Charge. 
They have power to appoint times , and places 
to that effe&t, and at one meeting to appoint the 
_dyet, time and place ro another. 
| In all Adſemblies a Moderator should be choſen 
| by common conſent of the whole Brethren con- 
veened;, who should propone' martrets , gather 
the votes, 'aud cauſe good order to be kept in the 
| Aſſemblies. 
| Diligence should be taken ; chiefly by the Mo- 
{ derator, that onely Eccleſiaſtical rhings be handl- 
edin the Aſſemblies . and that there be no medl- 
ing with any thing pertaining ro the Civil Juri(- 
dition. o | 

Every Afſemblie hath power to ſend forth from 
them, of their' 6wn number, one or more Viſt- 
cours, to ſee how all things be ruled in the bounds 

of their Juriſditions. 

Viſitation of moe Kirks is no ordinary Office 
Eccleſiaſtick, inthe perſon of one man, neither 
may the name of a Biſhop be attributed ro the Vi- 
ficor onely , neither is it necefſiry ro abide all 
wayes in one mans Perſon; bur it is the part of the 
Elderſhip to ſend out qualficd Perſons to, yilite pro 
renatd. '. p 

The hoal end of Aﬀemblies is, firſt, to keep 
Religion and DoEtrine in puritic > without error 
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20 Heads, and Concluſions 
and corruption, Next, to keep Commelineflſe 
and good Order inthe Kirk. 

For this Orders cauſe, they may make certajne 
Rules & Conſtitutions appertaining to the good 
behaviours of all ti:e members of the Kirk, in their 
vocation. 

Trey have power alſo to abrogate and abolish 
all Statutes and Ordinances, concerning Ecelcſia- 
ſtical matters, that are ſound noyſome and un- 
profitable, and agree not with the time, or are 
abuled by the people. 

They have power toexecute Eccleſiaſtical Dif- 
cipline and punishmenr upen all transgrefſors, 
and proud contemners of the good order and po- 

licie ofthe Kirk; and ſo the whole Diſcipline is in 
their hands. 

I he firſt kinde 2nd ſort of Aſſemblies, although 
thev be within particular Congregations, yet they 
excrce the Power, and 'uriſdiftion of the Kirk 
with mutua' conſent, and therefore beare ſome- 
tme the name of the Kirk. 

When we ſpeake of the Elders of the Particular 
Congregations, we mean not that every Particu- 
lar Parish Kirk can, or way have their own par- 
ticular Elderships , ſpecially in Landward, but 
we think three ,- foure, moe or tewer particular 
Kirks, rhay have one Elderſhip, common to them 

all , 10 judge their Eccleſiaſtical cauſes. 

Yer this 1s meer that {ome of the Elders be cho- 


{en out ot every particular Congregation , to con- 
curre 


Of the Polecie of the Kirk. 
cprre with the reſt of their Brethren in, che Com- 
mon Aſſemblie, and. to rake up the delatioos of 
offences within their owne Kirks, and bring them 
to the Aﬀſemblie. 

This we gather out of the practice of the Pri- 
mitive Kirk, where Elders or Colledges of Seni- 


"ors wereconſticutein Citicsand tamuus places. 


The power of t::cir particular Elderſhips is to 
uſe diligent labours, in the bounds commurted to 
their charge , that tie Kirks be kepr in gooi or- 
der, to enquire diligently in naughticand. unruly 
perſons » & travel tobring themin the wayagaine, 


either by Admonition or T hreatning of Godsjudg- 


ments; or by CorreQygon. 

Ir pertaines to the Eldership to take heed, that 
t';e Word of God be purely preached within their 
bounds , the Sacraments rightly miniſtred, rhe 
Diſcipline rightly maintained, and the Ecclelia- 
ſical Goods uncorruptly diſtributed- 

It belongs ro this Kinde of Aﬀſembly ,. to caule 
the Ordinances, made by. the Aſſemblies Provia- 
cial National, and General, to be kept, and put 
in execution. 

To make Conſtitutions, which concerne » 
zgizo» inthe Kirk , for the decent order of theſe 
particular Kirks, where, they governe; Provid- 
1ng they alter no Rules. made by. the G@aeral . or 
Provincial Afﬀemblics: And that they make the 
Provincial Aſſemblies forefeen of thele Rules that 
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22 Heads , and Concluſions 
they hall make, and abolish them that tend t6 the 
hurt of the ſame. " 

Ir hath power te excommunicate the Obſtinate. 

The Po ver of Ele&tion of them, who beare 
Eccleſiaftical Charges, pertaines to this kind of 
Alſembly,” within their owne bounds , being well 


erected and conſtituite of many Paſtors ; and El-' 


ders of ſufficienrc abilitie. 

By the like reaſon their Depoſition alſo pertains 
to this kinde of Aﬀembly , as of them thar teach 
erroneus and corrupt Dofrine , that be of Scan- 
dalous ſe, and after admonitions defiſt not, that 
be given ro Schiſme , or Rebellion againſt the 
Kirk, manifeſt Blaſphemie, Simonie, Corrup- 
tion of Bribes, Falshood, Perjurie , Whore 
dome, Theft, Drunkennefſe, Fighting wor- 
thie of punishment by the Law, Uluric , Daunc- 
ing, Infamie, andall others, that deſerve ſepa- 
ration from the Kirk. 

Theſealſo, whozre altogether found Inſuffi- 


cient to execute that charge, should be depoſed, 


whereof other Kirks should be advertiſed, that 
eney receive not the perſons depoſed. ; 

Yet they ought not be depoſed, who through 
Age, Sicknefſe , or other accidents, become un- 
meet ro do their Office; in which cafe their honour 
Should remain tothem , their Kirk should main- 
tainethem, and others ought to be provided to do 
their Ofhce, | 

Provincial Aſſemblies we call lawful Conventi- 


ons 


— 
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Of the Policie of the Kirk. 21 
ons of the Paſtors, Doctors, and other Elders of 
a Province, gathered for the common affaires of 
the Kirks thereoſ, which alſo may be called the 
Conference of the Kirk and Brethren. 

Theſe Aſſemblies are inſtiture for weightie mat- 
ters , to be handled by mutual conſent and afſi- 


© Nance of the Brethren within that Province, as 


need requires. 

This Afſembly hath power tohandle, order, 
and redrefſe all things emitted or done amifſe in 
the particular Afſemblies. 

Ic hath power to depoſe the Office - bearers)of 


' thatProvince, for good andjult cauſes deſerving 


Deprivation. 

And generally theſe Aſſemblies have the whole 
power of the particular Elderships, whereof they 
are collected. 

The National Aﬀenbly , which is General to 
us, isalawful Convention of the whole Kirks of 
the Realm or Nation, where itis uſed and gather- 
ed, for thecommonaffairesof the Kirk, and may 
be called the General Eldership of the whole Kirks 
intheRealme. None are ſubject to repaire to this 
Aſſembly to vote , bur Eccleſiaſtical perſons to 
ſuch a number, as shall be thought good by the 
fame Aſſemblie, not excludig other perſons, that 
will repaire to the {aid Aﬀſembly ro Propone, Heare, 
and Reaſon. 

This Aﬀemblie is inſtituted , that all things ci- 

thet omitted, or done amilſle in the Provincial 
B 4. Aſ- 


24 Heads, and Conclufſon 
Aſſemblies, may be redrefled and handled, and 
things generally ſerving for the good of the whole 
bodie of the Kirk within the Realme may be fore- 
ſcene, treated , andict forth to Gods glonie. 

It should rake carc, that Kirks be planted in 
places, wherethey are not planted. 


It should preſcribe the Rule, how the other - 


two Kinds of Aſſemblics should proceed 1n all 


things, 

This Aſſemblie should take heed , that the {p1- 
ritual ſurifdiftion, and Civil, be not cortound- 
ed, tothe hurt of the Kirk , That the Patjimo- 
Nic of the Kirk be not conſumed, nor abuled: and 
generally concerning all weighty atfaires , rhar 
concerne the weale and good order of the whole 
Kirks of the Realme, it ought to 1nterpone Autho- 
ritie thereto. | 

There is beſides theſe, an other more general 
kinde of Aſemblie , which is of all Nations, and 
all Eſtates of Perſons wit-in the Kirs , repreſent- 
ing the Univerſal Kirk of Chriſt, which'may be 
called properly the General Aﬀembly, or Gene- 
ral Councel of the Kirk of God. \ 

Theſe Aſſemblies wereappointed and called to- 
gether ſpecially, when any great Schiſme or Con- 
trover{ſe in Dofrine did arile in the Kirk: And 
were convocate at command of godly Emperours 
beipg for the time, for avoiding of Schiſmes with- 
3n tac Uniyerſal Kirk of God; which becauſe they 
per- 


we 
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1 pertaine not to the particular eſtate of any Realme 
we ccaſc turther to ſpeake of them. 
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Of the Deacons and thir Office , the laſt 
ordinary Funttion in the Kirk. 


Tye word 4uyy0- ſometimes is largely taken , 

comprehendiay all them that beare othce in the 

Miniflrie, and ſpiritual funRion in the Kirk. 

But now, as we ſpeake, it is taken onely for 
them , unto ma the colleRion and diſtribution 
of the Almes of the fairnful, and Ecclehaſtical 
goods doth belong. 

The othice of the Deacons ſo taken, 1s an ordi- 
narie and perpetual Eccleſiaſtical funEtion in the 
| Kirk of Chriſt. 

Of what properties and duties he ought to be, 

\ that is called to this function, we remit it ro the ma- 
nifeſt Scriptures, 

The Deaconoughtro be called and ele&ed, as 
the reſt of the {plritual Officers, of the which E- 
lation was ſpoken before. 

T:cic Office and Power is to receive, and to di- 
ſtribute rbe whole Eceleſiaſtical Goods unto chem, 
to Whom they are appointed. 

This they ought to do, according tothe judg- 

'! ement, and appointmentof the Prerbyteries, or 

' Elderships, (of the which the Deacons are not 

B 5. membres 
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26 Heads , and Conthuhons \ | 
members) that the Patrimony of the Xirk and | 
Poore, be not converted to private mens ulcs , 
nor wrongfully diſtributed. 


= T We > # 


Of the Patrimonite of the Kirk, and © 
diſtribution thereof. 


Y thePatrimonie of che Kirk , we meane what- 

ſoever thing hath been ar any time before, or 
Shall be in times coming given» or by conſent or 
univerſal cuftome of Countries , profeſſing the 
Chriſtian Religion - applyed tothe publicke uſe 
and urilitic of the Kirk. 

So that under the Patrimonie wecomprehend 
all things given, or to be given to the Kirk and | 
Service of God, as Lands; Buildings , Pofleſſ- 
ons. Annual rents, aud all ſuch I;ke, wherewith ,, 
the Kirk is dored, either by Donations, Foundati- ; 
ons, Mortifications, or any other lawful titles of 
Kings, Princes, or any perſons inferiour to them, 
rogether with the continual Oblations of | 
faichful. 

We comprehend alſo all ſuch things , 5 
Lawes or Cuſtome, or uſe of Countries, have 
been applied tothe uſe and utility of the Kirk ; of 
the which fortare Teindes, Manſes, Gleibs, and | 
fuch like, which by common an d municipal lawes, 
and univerſal cuſtome , are poſleſled by the m_ 
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- To-take-any of this Patrimonie by unlawful 
meanes, andconvertit to the particular and pre- 
tance uſe of any Perſon, we' hold it adeteſtable 
Sacrilege before God. 

The goods Eccleſiaſtical ought to becolleded, 
and diſtributed by the Deacons, as the Word of 
God appoints, that they who beare Office in the 
Kirk be provided for, without care or ſollicitude . 

In the Apoſtolical Kirk , the Deacons were ap- 
pointed to collect & diſtribure what ſumme-ſoever 
was Colleted of the faubfull, to diſtribute unto 
the neceſlitic of the Saints, ſo that none lacked a- 
'mongſt the faithful. 

Theſe colle&tions were not onely of that, which 
was colle&ted in manner of Almes, as ſome ſup- 
poſe, but of other Goods moveable, and unmo- 
veable, of f.ands and Poſl-ſſions, the price where- 


of was brought to the feet of the Apoſtles. 


This Ofhce continued in the Deacons hands, 
who intrometted with the whole Goods of rhe 
Kirk, ay & while the Eſtate thereof was corrup- 
ted by Antichriſt, as the ancicat Canons beare 


.witnels, , 


Pf 


The ſame Canons make mention of a fourefold 


*diſtribution of the Patrimonie of the Kirk , whe- 
reof one part-was applied tothe Paſtor or Bishop, 
for his Suſtentation and Hoſpitality, Another ts 
the Elders and Deacens,. and all tie Clergie; the 
third forthe Poore, Sick Perſons and Stangers; 

4 the 
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28 Heads , and Concluſinus 
the fourth to the upholding ot other Aﬀaires of the- 
Kirk, eſpecially Exrraordinarie. 

Weadde hereuntothe Schooles and Scholma- 
ſtercalſs, which ought and may be well ſuſtained 
ofthe ſame goods, & are comprenended under the 
Clergic. To whom we joyn all Clerks of Aﬀem- 
blics, as-well Particular as General. Syndicks or 
Procurators of the Kirk aifaires, rakers-up of Plal- 
mes and ſuch like other ordinary Oiticers of the 
Kirk, ſo farre as they are neceſlary. 


2-0 4-3; 


Of the Office of a Chriſtian © Magi- 
ſtrate, imthe Kirk. 


Lrhough all the members of the Kirk be hol- 

den, every oneia their vocation, and ac- 
cording thereto , to advance the Kingdame of 
Jeſus Chriſt, ſo faras lyerh in their power; yer 
chiefly Chriſtian Princes, and other Magiſtrates , 
arc holden to doe the ſame. 

For they are called in the Scripture , Nourish- 
ers of the Kirk, for ſo much as by themir 1s, 
or at leaſt ought to be Maintained , Folſtered , 
Upholden, and Detended againlt all chat would 
procure the hurt thereof. 

Soit pertaines to the Office ofa Chriſtian Ma- 
giltrate, to aſſiſt and fortifie the godly proceedings 
ofthe Kirk, inall behalfs; and namely to ſee that 
the 
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Of the Policie of the Kirk. 
the publick Eſtate and Minilterie thereof be main- 
tained ang ſuſtained, as it appertaines, according 
L- to Gods Word. | 
d To lee that the Kirk be nt invaded, norhure 
IE by falſe Teachers, and Hirclings, nor the roo- 
I- {| mes thereof occupied by dumb,doggs , or idle 
Ir bellics. 

[- To afſit and maintaine the Diſcipline of the 

Ee. ] Kirk, and punith them civilly, that will not 0- 

bey the cen(ure of the ſame , without confounding 

alawyes the one Juriſdiction with the other. 

To (ee that ſuthicient provifion be made, for the 
Miniſterie , the Schooles and the Poore: And if 
they have not ſufficient to awaite upon their 
charges, to ſupply their indigeace even with their 
own rents, itneed require. 

a To hold hand as well to the ſaving of their Per- 

ſons from injurie, and open violence, asto their 

Rents and Pofſeſſions, that they be not defrauded, 

'F robbed, nor ſpoiled thereof. 

' | Not to fuffer the patrimony of the Kirk to be 
applycd to profane and unlaytul utes, or to be de- 
voured by idle bellies, & ſuch as bave nolawtul 
funion in the Kirk, tothe hurt of the Miniſtery, 
Schooles. Poore, and other godly ules, whereu- 
pon the ſame ought to be beſtowed. 

To make Lawes and Conſtitutions agreable rs 
Gods Word, for advancement of the Kirk , and 
Policie thereof, without uſcrping any thing that 


pertains not tothe cxvil Sword, but belongs to the 
Ottice 
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36 Heads , and Concluſions ' 
Offices that are meerly Ecclefiaſtical as is the mi- 
niſtrie of the word & Sacraments , ufing' eccleſia- 
ſtical Diſcipline, & the Spiritual Execution there- 
of, orany partof the Power of the ſpiritual Keyes, 
which our Maſter gave to the Apoſtles, and to 
their true Succefſours. . | | 

And although Kings and Princes that be godly, 
ſome rimes by their o 4 n authority.» when the Kirk 
19 corrupted, andall things out of order, place 
Miniſters , and reſtore the true Service of the 
Lord, after the example of fome godly Kings of 
Iuda, and divers godly Emperours, & Kings 
alſo, in the light of 'the new Teſtament. Yet 
where the Miniſterie of the Kirk is ance lawfully 
conſtiture, and they that are placed doe their ofti- 
ce faithfully, all godly Princes and Magiſtrates 


| 
in them. F 


ought ro heare and obey their voice , and reve- 
rence the Majeſtic of the Son of God ſpeaking 
= & 5 6 «4 
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Of the preſent abuſes remaining m the 
Kirk , which we deſire to be reformed. 


Sitis the duty of the godly Magiſtrate to | 

wainrain the preſent Liberty, which God | 
hath granted by the preaching of his Word, & the 
true adminiſtration of the Sacraments within this 
Realme: So it is to provide; that all abuſes which | 
yet remaineinthe Kirk be removed, and utterly 
taken away: There- 
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Therefore firſt the admiſſion of men to Papiſti- 
cal titles of beneſices , ſuch as ſerve not, nor haue 
no fun&tionin the Reformed Kirk of Chriſt, as 
Abbotes, Commendators , Priors, Priorefſes, 
and other titles of Abbacies , whoſe places are now 
for the moſt part by the juſt judgment of God de- 
molished, & purged of Idolatrie, is a plaine abuſe 
and is not to receive the Kingdom of Chriſt a- 
mongſt us, butrather torefule ir, 

Such like that they that of old were called the 
Chapters and Convents of Abbeys , Cathedral 
Kirks, and like places, ſerve for nothing now , 
but to ſet fewes and tacks, if any thing be lefrof 
the Kirk lands and teinds, 1n burt and prejudice 
thereof, as daily experience teacheth ; and there- 
fore ought to be utterly abrogateand abolighed. 

Ofthelike nature are the Deanes, Archdeaco- 
nes, Chantours, Subchantours, Theſaurers , 
Chancellors, & others having rhe like titles flow- 
ing from the Pope and Canon Law onely , whe 


| tavenoplace inthe reformed Kirk. 


The Kirks alſo which are united together, and 
joyned by annexation to their benefices , ought ro 
be ſeparated anddivided, and given to qualified 
Miniſters, as Gods word craves. 

Neither ought ſuch abuſers of* the Kirk Parri- 
mony to have vote in parhament, nor fit in Coun- 
cel, under the name of the Kirk and Kirkmen, 

to the hurt and prejudice of the liberty thereof, 
and 
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32 Heads , and Concluſions 
and lawes of the Realme, made in fayour of the 
Reformed Kirk. 

Much lefle is it lawful that any Perſon amongſt 
thele menshould have five , {ixteen, twenty or | 
more Kirks , all craving the charge of ſoules, and 
enjoy the Patrimony thereof, either by admiſh- 
on of the Prince, or of the Kirk, in this light of 
the Evangel. Forit 1s but a mockage tocrave re- 
formation where ſuch like have place. 

And in ſe far, asin theardertaken at Leizthin 
the yeare of our Lord 1571, it appeares that ſuch 
may be admitted, being found qualified; either 
that pretended order is againſt all good order, or 
elſe it muſt be underſtood not of them that be qua- 
lifed in wordly affaires, or to ſerve in Court, but 


of ſuchasare qualified to teach Gods word, hav- | 


ing their lawful adrniſhion of the Kirk. 

As to Bishops ifthe name be properly 
taken, they are all one with the Miniſters, as be- 
;ore was declared, For it is not a name of Sau- 
perioritie, and Lordship , bur of Oitice and 
Watching. 

Yer becauſe in the corruption of the Kirk, this 
name ( as others} hath been abuſed, and yer 1s 
likely ro be, we cannot allow the fashion of theſe 
new choſen Bishops , neither of the Chaprers , 
that are EleQtors of them to ſuch an office, as they 
are Choſen unto. | 

True Bishops should addi& themſelves to a 
particular Flock, which ſundry of them reuſe 
4 neither 
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neither ſhould they uſurpe Lordſhip over their 
Brethren, and over theinheritanceof Chriſt , as 
theſe men doe. 

Paſtors, inſofar as they are paſtors, harc noe 
the office of Viſitation ot moe Kirks joyned torhe 
Paſtorſhip, withour it be givento them. 

Itisa corruption, that Bishops should have fur- 
ther bounds to viſite, nor they may lawfvullic. 

No man ought to have the office of viſitation , 

bur he that is lawfully choſen thereunto. . 

The Elderships, being well eſtablished, have 

; power to ſend: out Viſitours one or moe, with 
commiſſion to viſite the bounds within their El- 
dersbip , and likewiſe, after account taken, of 
them, cither contiaue them, or remove them 
from time to time , ro the which Elderships: they 
| Should be alwayes ſubject. TL 
FF . Thecjviljuriſdiction in the Perſon ofa Paſtor g 
1s Aacorruption. | 
$8 Itagreeth not with the Word of God , that 
FF Bizhops should be Paſtors of Paſtors, Paſtors of 
many flockes, and yet without a certain Flock , 
| and without ordinary teaching. 

It agreeth not with the Scriptures, that they 
Should be excemed from the Correion of their 
Brethren, and Diſcipline of the particular Elder- 
hip of the Kirk where they $hall ſerve, neircher thaa 
they uſurpe the Office of Viſitation of other Kirks 
nor agy other Fun&ion beſide other Miniſters, but 

ſo far as 5hall be committed to them by the Kirk, 
C Where- 


34 Heatls , and Concluſions ' 
Wherefore , ' we defire the Bizhops that now 
afe, cither roagree to that order, that Gods wort 
requires in them, as the General Kirk will pre- 
ſcribe anrothem, 'not paſſing their bounds, either | 
in Ecclefidſtical or Civil Aﬀaires; or elſe to be 
Depoled from all-Fun@ton in the Kirk. wr 
' 'We denicnot, inthe meane'time\, but Mini- 
ſters tmay and should aſfiſt their Princes when'they' 
are required, inall things agreableto the Word, 
whether it be in Councel or Parliament, or other= 
wayes ; providing alwayes they neither neglect 


their owne Charges, nor through flattery of Prin- ||, 


ces , hurt the publick Eſtate of rhe Kirk, oy 
© 'But generally we ſay , noperſon, underwhat-' 


Gigever Tick of the Kirk, and ſpecially the baſs 
ed Titles in Papiftrie, Prelats, Conyents , '4intt/ 
Chapters , ought toattemprt' any «CE in the Kjtks 
Aarrre; | either in Councel, or Parliament, or ou 
of Councel, having no commiſſion of thereforme 
Kirk within this Realme. FOR 5} 
© And by A&tof Parliament. itis provided, th 
the Papiſtical 'Kirk' and Juriſdiftion should hav 
no place within the fame, and no Bishop nor othe 
Prelate, in times comming, #hould uſeany Ju 
rifdiction lowing from his Authority. de 
* Andapaine, 'that no other Eccleſiaſtical Jurif- 
diction ſhould be acknowledged within” thi 
Realm, bur that which is, and $hall be in the 
reformed Kirk, and flowing therefrom. _ | 
So we eſteem holding of Chapters in aPapiſt 
manner 
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manner, * either in Cathedral XKirks, Abbayes, 
Colledges, or other Conventua} Places, uſurp- 
ing tbe Name and Authority of the” Kirk, to 
hurt the Patrimonie thereof, or uſe any.other Act 
tothe prejudice ofthe ſame, ſince the Year of our 


|- Lord 1560. tobeamabaſec and corruption, | con- 


trarie to the Libertie of the true Kirk ,, and 
Lawes of the Realme, and therefore ought to be 
annufled: reduced , and in times coming utterly 
diſcharged. E 
The dependances alſo of the Papiſtical Juriſ- 
| digion'are tobe abolished. ofthe which ſort 1s 
| mixed juriſdition of the Commiſſars, info far 
! asthey meddle with Eccleſiaſtical matters: arid 
,) havens commiſſion of the Kirk thereto, butwere 
ele&edin time of our Soveraign's Mother, / when 
things were out of order.  Itis an abſurd thing , 
that ſeverdl"of them having no fun@ion. of the 
Kirk ,”should bejudges ts Miniſters, and depolſe 
them from their places. Therefore. they either 
would bediſcharged to meddle with Eccleſiaſtical 
matters; or it would belimited to them in what 
matters they might bejudges , and not hurt the li- 
tbertic ofthe Kirk. 42 FB5L 
They alſo that formerly were of the Feclefiuſtik 
Eſtaten the Popes Kirk, or thatare admitted of 
new to the Papiſtical Titles, and now-'are to!le- 
Tate by the lawes of the Realme to poſleſſe the two 
part oftheir Eccleſiaſtical rents ought not to have 
any further liberty , -but'ro' intromet with the por- 
"WS 


tion 
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tion ,  a\Tigned and grantcd to them for their life 


times ,- and not under the abuled,. titles.', which . 


they had, to diſpone the Kitk rents, ſet 'tackes 
and fewes thereof, at theirpleaſure, tothe great 
' hurt of the Kirk and poat labourers, that dwell 


upon the Kirk lands , .cocitrarie to all good con= , 


ſcience and order. TI. 


C'n'4a'# AVE fr 25m i 
Certain ſpecial heads of Reformation , 
which we crave. © | 


V7 Hatſoever bath been ſpoken of the Offices of 


theKirke , of the ſeveral Power of the office 


bearers; of theirConjun& Power alſo, &laſtly of the 
Parrimonie of the Kirk, we underſtand it tobe the 
right Refor mation,which God cravezat our hands, 
that rhe-Kirk be ordered according thereto,as with 
that order, which is-moſt agreable to the word. 
Burt becauſe ſomething would be touched in 
particular, concerning the eſtate of the Country , 
and that which we principally ſeek to be reformed 
in the ſame, we have collected them in theſc heads 


following. | 


Seing the whole Country is dividedin Provinces 


& theleProvinces againe are divided in Pariſhes, as 
well in Landward, asinT ownes;in every Pariſh & 
reaſonable Coogregation ; there would be placed 
one or moe Paſtors to feed the flock, & noPaſtor or 
Miniſter alwayes to be burdened with the particu- 
lar charge 6f moe Kirks.or Flackes then one ng. 
An 


, 
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And-becauſeir will be thought hard to finde 
out Paſtors or Miniſters to. all the Paroch Kirks of 
the Realm, as well ia-Landward. asin Towaes, 
we think by the advice:of ſuch, as commiſſion 


' may bergivento by the Kirk and Prince, parishcs 
. 10 landward or {mall villages may be joyned, ewo 


orlbree or more , in ſomeplaces, together. and 
the principal and moſt commodious Kiri.sroſtand, 
and be repaired ſufficiently , and qualified Miai- 
ſers placed thereat; andthe other Kirks, which 
are not found neceflary, may be ſuFered to decay , 


_ their Kirk yards alwayes being kept fur burial pla- 


Ces, and in ſome places where need requires, a Pa- 
rich, where tae Congregation is over. great for 
one Kirk. may be divided in two or moe, 

Doctors would be appointed in Uniyerſties, 
Colledges, and in other places needful, and ſuffi- 
ciently provided for, to open up the meaning of 
t:1e Scriptures*, & to:have the charge of Schooles , 
and teach the Rudiments of Rel:gion, 

As for Elders, there would be ſome to be Cen- 


ſurers of the manners of the people, or moe in eve- 


ry Congregation , bur-not an Aſſembly of Elders 
in;every particular Kirk but onely in Toms . & 
famousplaces, where reſort of men of judgement 
and abilitie ro rhar effect may be had, where the 
Elders of the particular Kirks abuur may conveen 
together, . and have a Comman Eldership, and 
Ademblie-place among them, to treat of all things 


' that concerve the Congregations , of which they 


have the over {1ght, B 3 And 
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And asthereoughtto bemen appointed tounite 
& divide the Parishes, as neceſſity & commodity 
requires: Sother would be appointed by the gene- 
ral Kirk, with aſſent ofthe Prince, fuck men as 
feare God ; and know the eſtare of the Countries, 
that wereable ro nominate aud defigne theplaces, 
where the particular Elderships should conveen, 
taking conſideration of the Dioceſſes:, as: they 
were divided of old, and of the eſtate of rhe Coun- 
tries, and Provinces of the Realme. 

Likewiſe concerning Provincial and Synodal 
Aſſemblies, conſideration were ealie to be raken, 
how many and' ia what places they were-to be 
holden; and how oft they should conveen, ought 
to be referred to the liberty .of the General Kirk, 
and order to be appoinred therein. | 

The National Aſſemblics ofthis Country, cal- 
led commonly the General Aſſemblies, oughr 
alwayes to be retained ia their own liberty , 
and have their own place. Wath power to 
the Kirk to appoint times and places conveni- 
ent for the ſame, and all men, as well Magi- 
ſtrats, as Inferiours, to be ſubje& tothe judge- 
ment of the ſame, in Eccleftaſtical cauſes,  with- 
out any reclamation or appellation to any ſudge , 
Civil or Eccleſiaſtical within the Realme. 

The libertie of theeleCtion of perſons. called 
to the Eccleſiaſtical funftions, and obſerved with- 
out interruption', ſo long as the Kirk was not cor; 
repted by Antichriſt, wedelicero be reſtored and 
rC- 
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retained withia this Realm. $0 that none. be 


intruded upon any Congregation , eitber; by n: 


the Prince, or any inferiour Perſon., withour 
lawful eleion,, and theaſſent of the people, o- 
yer whom the perſon 1s placed ;, as the pratice 
of the Apoſtolical and Priantive Kirk , and good 
Order crave. —K= 

' And becauſe this order”, which Gods word 
craves, cannot ſtand with Patronages and preſen- 
tations to benefices, uſed inthe Popes Kirk, we 
defireall them, that truely teare God, earneſtly 
to conlider, that for as much as the names of Pa», 
' tronages and Benefices, together with the effe 

| thereof, bave flowed from the Pope, and corrup» 
tion of the Canon Law onely , 1a fo far as thereby 
any Perſon was intruded or placed over Kirks - 
having curam animarum. And for as much as 
that manner of proceeding hath no ground in 
the Word of God, but is contrary to the ſame], 
and to the ſaid liberty ot EleQion ,, they ought 
not nozy to have place in this light of Refor-3- 
mation. And therefore, whoſoever will em- 
brace Gods Word, and delire the Kingdome 
of his Son Chralt Jeſus to be advanced, they will 


alſo embrace; and receive that Policie and Or-., , 


der, which the Word of God, and upright Eſtate 
of his Kirk crave, otherwiſe 12 18 1n vaine that 
they have protcfled the ſame. 

Notwithſtanding as concerning other Patrona- 
ges of beneficgs », that have not curam animarums 
C 4 as 
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_ as they ſpeak, ſuchasare Chaplainries . Preben- 
4- daries founded upon temporal lands, annuals, & 
ſuch like, -may be reſerved untotheancient Patro- 
res ,' to diſpone hereupon when they vaike, to 
Scollers and Burſers, as they arerequired by act 
of Parliament, | 
As for the Kirk-rgnts in general, we delito 
that order be admitted and maintained amongſt 
us; that may ſtand with the ſincerity of Gods 
Word, and practice of the Kirk of Chriſt. 
Fowait, | Bn as was before ſpoken , the whole 


- / 2 .rent andpatrimony of the' Kirk , excepting the 


ſmall patronages before mentioned, may be divid- 
ed in foure portiones: onethereof to be aſſigned 
tothe Paſtor, for his entertainment, and hoſpi: 
talitie: an other tothe Elders, Deacons and other 
Officers of the Kirk, ſuch as Clerks of Aﬀemblies, 
. Takers up of the Plalmes, Baadels and keepers of 
the Kirk, fo farreas is neceſlarie; Joyning with 
them alſo the Doors and Schooles, to help the 
ancient foundations, where need requires: the 
chird portion to be beſtowed upon the poor mem 
bers of the faithiul, & on hoſpitals: The fourth for 
reparation ofthe Kirks . and other exttaordinarie 
,charges, asare prohtable for the Kirk, andallo 
for the Common wealth, if need require 
 Wedebre therefore the Eccleftaſtical goods ro 
be uplifted, and diſtributed faithtully ro-whonmr 
they appertaine,&that by the miniſterie of theDea- 
cons, to whole othice propeily the colleion and 
diſtri- 


Of the Police off the Kirk. 4K 
J diſtribution thereof belongs, that the poor may be 
anſwered of their portion thereof, . and they of the 
Miniſtery live without carcand ſolicirude: as alſo 
the reſt ofthe treaſure of the Kirk may be reſerved, 
and beſtowed rotheirright uſes. | | 
| .If theſe Deacons; be eleted with ſuch quali- 
tics, as Gods Word craves to be in-them, there 
is no feare, that they ſhall abuſe themſelves in 
their Office > . as the prophane ColleQor did 
before. | 
Yet becauſe this vocation appeareth to many to 
be dangerous , let them beobliged, as they were 
of old , to give a yearly account to the Paſtors and 
Elderſhip, & if the Kirk and Prince think. expe- 
dient + let cautioners be obliged for their fidelity , 
that the Kirk rents no wayes be dilapidat. )C” 
And tothe efte&t this order may take. place, it 
is to be provided , that all other Intromerters with 
the Kirk rent, Colleftors general or ſpecial, 
whether it be by appointment of the Prince, or 
otherwayes, may be denuded of further intro- 
miſſion therewith, .and ſuffer the Kirk - rents in 
time comming to be. wholly intrometred with by. 
the miniſtry of the Deacons , and diſtgibute to the. 
ule before mentioned. AF | 
And alſo to the effet, that the Eccleſiaſtical 
rents may ſuffice to theſe uſes, for the which they. 
are to beappointed ; Wethiake it _— to be 
defiredy that all Alienations, Serring, of fewes, 
or tacks of the reats of the Kirk , as well Lands as- 
7 Cs Teinds, 
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Ternds , ia hurt and diminution of the oldrencals, 
be reduced'and annulled, and the Patrimony of 
the Kirk reſtored to theformerold liberty. 
- And likewiſe, thatintimes:coming the Teinds 
be ſet to none bur to the labourers of thegground, 
orelſe nor ſet atall ; as was agreed upon » & {ub- 
{ſcribed by the Nobility before. LEG) «2.3; 
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The utilitie that ſhall flow frem this 
reformation to all Eſtates. 


Eing the end of this ſpiritual Government and 
« JPolicie , whereof we ſpeak, is, that God 
may beglorified ,” the Kingdome of Jeſus Chriſt 
advanced, and all whoare of his myſtical body, 
may live peaceablie in conſcience: Therefore we 
dare boldly affirme, that all thoſe, who have true 
reſpe& to theſe ends , will even tor conſcience 
cauſe gladly agree and conforme themſelves to this 
erder, and advance the ſame, ſo farreas lyeth in 
them , that their conſcience being fet at reſt, they 
may be repleniſhed with ſpiritual gladnefle, in 
giving full obedience Ty that which Gods Word , 
& the teſtimony of their own conſcience do crave ; 
and ia refuſing all corruption contrary to the 
fame. | 4 
Next, we ſhall become an/ example and pat- 
terne of good and godly Order to other Nations, 


Coun- 


1b- 


Of the.Polirie of the Kirk. 43 
Countries and. Kirksy' profefling the-ſgme Rew 


f | hgion with us« that as thoy have glorified God in 


our continuing in the figacerity of the Word hithers 
to, Without any :errours » {praiſe tohis name; } 
Sothey may have the lke occalion in our Conver- 
ation, when as we confarwe our fſelyes to:thar 
Diſcipline, Pelicie, and g qOrder, wwhichthe 
ſame Word , and purity of Retormation crave at 
our hands. Otherwiſe that fcarful ſentenge may 
be juſtly ſaid tous, The ſervant knowing the will 
of hu © Mafler , andnor doing it , &re. 
Moreover, if we haveany picty or reſped$'to 
ro the poor members of ſeſns Chriſt, who ſo greut- 
ly increaſe and+ multiply amongſt us, ' we will 
not ſuffer them to be longer defrauded of that part 
of the Patrimony of the Kirk , which juſtly. be 
longs untothem : and by this arder, if it be duely 
put toexecution , the burden of them shall be ra- 
ken off us , roour great comfort; the ſtreets shall 


& be cleanſed of the cryings and murmurings of 


them, as we shall nomore be any ſchandal to other 
Nations, as we have hitherto been, for not taking 
order with the poor amongſt us, and caufling the 
Word which we profeſle to be evil ſpoken of, 
giving occalion of ſclander to the Encmies , and 
offending the Confciences of the ample and 
godly. 

Beſides this,it shall be a great caſe & commodity 
to the whole Common people, in relieving them 


of the building and upholding their Kirks; of 


build- 
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building of bridges and other like publick workes ; 
tothe Labourers of the' ground, in payment of 
their teinds; and —_—_ all theſethings, whe- 
reinto they have been hitherto rigorouſly hand- 
led by them, that were falſly called Kirk - men, 
their Tackimen, Fatours, Chamberlanes and 
Extorſiogers. Ts. 


ſpecially of thar part, which is appointed for re- 
paration of Kirks. $4 9. 

So to conclude, all being willing to apply 
themſelves to this order the people ſuffering them- 
{elves to be ruled according thereto; the Prince 
and Magiſtrates not being exemed , and they that 
areplaced in the eccleſiaſtical Eſtate rightly Rul- 
ing and governing, -God shall be glorified, the 
Kirk cdified, andthe bounds thereof enlarged , 
Chriſt Jeſus and his Kingdome ſer up , Satan and 
his Kingdome ſubverred yand God shall dwell in 
the midſt of us, to 'our comfort, through Jeſus 
Chriſt , who, together with the Father and the 
HolyGhoſt, abides bleſſed in eternity , Amen. 
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